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of Moloch, remained near the Baal, standing before the great toe of his right foot. When the fourteenth child was put in, all the people saw that he made a demonstrative gesture of horror; but quickly resuming his attitude of composure, he crossed his arms, and gazed on the ground. On the other side of the Colossus the grand pontiff likewise remained motionless, bowing his head, upon which was an Assyrian mitre, and observing on his breast the gold plaque covered with prophetic stones, which threw out iridescent lights as the flames struck across them. He grew pale and abstracted.
Hamilcar inclined his head, and they were both so near the pyre that the hem of their robes in rising from time to time swept it.
Moloch's brazen arms moved more rapidly ; they no longer paused. Each time a child was placed upon them, the priests of Moloch extended their hands over the victim to charge upon it the sins of the people, vociferating:
" These are not men, but oxen !" and the multitude around repeated, " Oxen ! Oxen !" The Devotees screamed out, " Lord ! Eat!" and the priests of Proserpine, conforming in terror to Carthage's need, mumbled their Eleusinian formula: " Pour forth rain! conceive 1" No sooner were the victims placed on the verge of the aperture than they vanished, like a drop of water on a red-hot plate, and whiffs of white smoke curled up through the scarlet glow.
Yet the appetite of the God was not appeased : he still wanted more. In order to supply him, the children were piled on his hands, and were retained there by a great chain.
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